AMERICAN LIT II OVERVIEW

Course Overview: 

American Literature II is a college prep elective which provides students with an understanding of our American Literary tradition by exposing them to a chronological study of the literature of our nation post Civil War.  Students read novels, short stories, essays, speeches, and poems by recognized American authors.  

Units or Points of Focus:

1. Twain / Humor Lit

2. Jack London

3. Hemingway and Modernism

4. Harlem Renaissance

5. The Color Purple (Alice Walker) 

6. Crucible (Arthur Miller)
7. Vietnam War Lit.

8. Until They Bring the Streetcars Back (Stanley Gordon West)

Semester Final Grade:

1. Exam
2. Term Paper

Major Assessments:

Reading Comprehension Quizzes

3 Unit Exams 
Projects

Essay Writing

Interaction with Lit Grade (daily writing/speaking about the topic)
Bring to class each day:

- 3 ring binder, texts, paper, and something to write with
Questions to answer for each unit:

1. Why is this author/literature important enough for us to study?

2. What’s going on in the world at this time, and how does it affect the literature?

3. What is the author’s background?

4. What type of literature is it?

5. What is the literature’s purpose?  What is the author trying to communicate?

6. What is my response to that literature? 

Make sure you understand the following statements about this class before committing to taking it:

1. There is some sexual content and strong language in a couple of our texts.  If this will make you or your parents uncomfortable, you should not take this course.  Alternative texts will not be provided.  

2. Access to the internet is a must for this class.  That doesn’t mean you have to have the internet at your home; it simply means that if you don’t, you need to be disciplined enough to either use the school’s resources or find other options.  A great deal of information in this class is given to you online, and one of our units is almost exclusively an online unit.  

3. Three words: college prep elective.
