EARLY AMERICAN LIT OVERVIEW

Course Overview: 

American Literature I is a college prep elective which provides students with an understanding of our American Literary tradition by exposing them to a study of the Literature of our nation up to the Civil War.  Students read novels, short stories, essays, speeches, and poems by recognized American authors.  Essays and short research/analysis papers are written by each student.  Students share and demonstrate their understanding of the literature and its historical significance through listening, oral presentations, and writing activities.

Units or Points of Focus:

1. Foundations of Building a Nation
2. Transcendentalism
3. Edgar Allan Poe
4. Poetry
5. Civil War Era 
6. The Scarlet Letter
Semester Final Grade:

1. Exam
2. Term Paper

Major Assessments:

Reading Comprehension Quizzes

Unit Exams 
Essay Writing

Process Grade (homework for unit)
Grading
Final exam and term paper is approx. 15-20% of Academic Grade

All assignments given will be academic grades.
Bring to class each day:

- 3 ring binder, texts, paper, and something to write with


*sticki-notes strongly encouraged
Questions to answer for each unit:

1. Why is this author/literature important enough for us to study?

2. What’s going on in the world at this time, and how does it affect the literature?

3. What is the author’s background?

4. What type of literature is it?

5. What is the literature’s purpose?  What is the author trying to communicate?

6. What American values does the literature suggest?

Make sure you understand the following statements about this class before committing to taking it:

1. We will discuss religion. While I will not be preaching religious ideals or values to students, religious beliefs will appear in the literature and be topics for discussion. You must be willing to respectfully hear and discuss beliefs that may or may not be your own.   

2. Access to the internet is a must for this class.  That doesn’t mean you have to have the internet at your home; it simply means that if you don’t, you need to be disciplined enough to either use the school’s resources or find other options.  A great deal of information in this class is given to you online.

3. Three words: college prep elective.
***Your assignment: You need to create a Google email account.  Go to http://mail.google.com.  Follow the instructions to create an account.  It’s best to put part of your name in your account name.  Once you’ve created the account, email me at mrdykstramc@gmail.com.  Simply put in the email that you’ve got an account.

