INTRODUCTION

3 pieces you must have in there:

· Attention-getter

· Thesis statement

· Introduce topic and support
Thesis statement: 
· An arguable statement that your essay will be about.  What are you trying to prove?

· Make a precise, concise statement that is the basis of your paper.

· Should be an idea you can argue well

· Should answer the assignment question if there is one (without assuming your audience knows the question)

· One sentence

· Everything in your essay will be supporting this one sentence

Lead or attention-getter:

1. Creative Lead
This lead attempts to add interest by being obtuse or funny. It can leave you wondering what the essay will be about, or make you smile:

The beating of an African healing drum resonates throughout all corners of the Catholic church during the weekly five o’clock student mass. 

2. Action Lead
This lead takes the reader into the middle of a piece of action. It is perfect for short essays where space needs to be conserved or for narrative essays that begin with a story.

It was opening night. I was about to walk on stage as Ruth in “The Pirates of Penzance.” 

3. Personal or Revealing Lead
This lead reveals something about the writer. It is always in the first person and usually takes an informal, conversational tone:

I decided that I wanted to be a doctor some time after my four month incarceration in Columbia Presbyterian Children’s Hospital in the winter of 1986-87, as I struggled with anorexia nervosa. 

Before I found out that my high school Spanish teacher was HIV-positive, AIDS was not much more than a bunch of statistics to me. 

4. Quotation Lead
This type of lead can be a direct quotation or a paraphrase. It is most effective when the quote you choose is unusual, funny, or obscure, and not too long. Choose a quote with a meaning you plan to reveal to the reader as the essay progresses. Do not use a proverb or cliché, and do not interpret the quote in your essay. 

5. Dialogue Lead
This lead takes the reader into a conversation. It can take the form of an actual dialogue between two people or can simply be a snippet of personal thought:

“Peter, the woman we’re about to meet will receive her first palliative treatment today.” 

6. Informative Lead
This lead gives the reader a fact or a statistic that is connected to the topic of your essay or simply provides a piece of information about yourself or a situation:

In communist Hungary in 1986 ownership of property meant certain things.

7. Bold and Challenging Statement
	
	A bold and challenging statement is similar to an announcement, but is meant to cause some people to disagree with what you say. It's like one side of an argument. It can be an opinion, but don't immediately state that it is your opinion.
Using horses and cattle in the sport of rodeo is animal abuse. What makes it more aggravating is that it is legal. According to the law, there is nothing wrong with chasing an animal down, tightening a rope around its neck, knocking it to the ground, and tying its legs together so it cannot move.




*Use leads that echo the remainder of the piece. Leads work best when they set up the piece for the reader. Failure to do so can leave your audience with buyer's remorse - a feeling that they made a terrible mistake actually reading through.

*Use leads that create questions in the reader's mind. Your lead doesn't have to end with a question mark to send your reader's head racing with questions that they want answered. A well-written declarative statement with an implied inquiry can do just as much.

*Make sure your lead is connected in some way to your thesis statement. This will often require a sentence between the two to create a logical connection.

