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Clyfton was the religicus guide of a small community of believers who met at the
house of William Brewster in Scrooby, Nottinghamshire, and it was this group that
Bradford joined in 1606. Much against the opposition of uncles and grandparents, he
left home and joined them. They were known as “Separatists,” because unlike the
majority of Puritans, they saw no hope of reforming the Church of England from
within, They wished to follow Calvin’s meodel and to set up “particular” churches, each
one founded on a formal covenant, entered into by those who professed their fajth and
swore to the covenant. Their model was the Old Testament covenant God made with
Adam and renewed through Christ. In their covenanted churches God offered him-
self as a contractual partner to each believer; it was a contract freely initiated but per-
petually binding. They were not sympathetic to the idea of a national church.
Separating was, however, by English law an act of treason, and many believers paid a
high price for their dreams of purity: Sick of the hidden life that the Church of Eng-
land forced on them, the Scrooby community took up residence in the Netherlands.

Bradford joined them in 1609 and there learned to be a weaver. When he came into
his inheritance he went into business for himself.

Living in a foreign land was not easy,
tioned for a grant of land in the New
Virginia territory, but high seas preve
settled instead at Plymouth, Massac
he describes the signing of the Mayfl
the temiporal state to serve the godly

covenants designed to protect the rj
governments,

Bradford was a self-educated man, deeply committed to the Puritan cause. Cotton
Mather, in his ecclesiastical history of New England, describes him as “a person for
study as well as action; and hence notwithstanding the difficulties which he passed in
his youth, he attained unto a notable skill in languages. . . . But the Hebrew he most
of all studied, because, he said, he would see with his own eyes the ancient oracles of
God in their native beauty. . . . The crown of all his life was his holy, prayerful, watch-

ful and fruitful walk with God, wherein he was exemplary.” Bradford served as gover-
nor for all but five of the remaining years of his life.

The manuscript of Bradford’s History, although known to earl
peared from Boston after the Revolution. The first book (through chapter IX) had been
copied into the Plymouth church records and was thus preserved, but the second book

‘ script was eventually found in the residence of the
d for the first time in 1856. In 1897 it was returned to
ecree and was deposited in the State House in Boston.
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Of Plymouth Plantation’
From Book I

CHAPTER IX. OF THEIR VOYAGE, AND HOW THEY PASSED THE SEA; AND OF

THEIR SAFE ARRIVAL AT CAPE COD

- September 6. These troubles bein

g blown over,2 and now all being compact
together in one ship, they put to sea

again with a prosperous wind, which con-

1. The text is adapted from Bradford’s History “Of
Plimoth Plantation.” From the Original Manuscript
(1897). f

2. Some of Bradford’s community sailed on the

Speedwell from Delftshaven early in August 1620,

but the ship’s unseaworthiness forced their trans-
fer to the Mayflower.
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\whomet at the tinued divers days together, which was some encouragement unto them; yet,
his group that according to the usual manner, many were afflicted with seasickness. And I
parents, e may not omit here a special work of God’s providence. There was a proud and
”n]ﬂ“} :h{z very profane young man, one of the seamen, of a lusty,? able body, which
gﬁgs {;:t;: made him the more haughty; he would always be contemning the poor peo-
ir £aith and ple in their sickness, and cursing them daily with grievous execrations, and

S made with did not let* to tell them, that he hoped to help to cast half of them overboard

offered him- before they came to their journey’s end, and to make merry with what they

ted but per- had; and if he were by any gently reproved, he would curse and swear most
jationial church. bitterly. But it pleased God before they came half seas over, to smite this
pelievers paid a young man with a grievous disease, of which he died in a desperate manner,
hurch of Eng- and so was himself the first that was thrown overboard. Thus his curses lighted
2‘_‘_‘“}’”'3],_"13' on his own head; and it was an astonishment to all his fellows, for they noted
j'_"_e'came e it to be the just hand of God upon him.

After they had enjoyed fair winds and weather for a season, they were
encountered many times with cross winds, and met with many fierce storms,
with which the ship was shroudly® shaken, and her upper works made very
rd leaky; and one of the main beams in the midships was bowed and cracked,

id to allow which put them in some fear that the ship could not be able to perform the
plantation voyage. So some of the chief of the company, perceiving the mariners to fear

Bk established the sufficiency of the ship, as appeared by their mutterings, they entered into
; serious consultation with the master and other officers of the ship, to con-
sider in time of the danger; and rather to return than to cast themselves into

a desperate and inevitable peril. And truly there was great distraction and dif-

ference of opinion amongst the mariners themselves; fain would they do what

atles of could be done for their wages’ sake (being now half the seas over) and on the
Werful. watch- other hand they were loath to hazard their lives too desperately. But in exam-
Bed 4 pover- ining of all opinions, the master and others affirmed they knew the ship to be
strong and firm underwater; and [as] for the buckling of the main beam, there

ns, disap- was a great iron screw the passengers brought out of Holland, which would

had been raise the beam into his place; the which being done, the carpenter and mas-

,Ond book ter affirmed that with a post put under it, set firm in the lower deck, and
e the otherways bound, he would make it sufficient. And as for the decks and upper
works they would caulk them as well as they could, and though with the work-
ing of the ship they would not long keep staunch,® yet there would otherwise
be no great danger, if they did not overpress her with sails. So they commit-
ted themselves to the will of God, and resolved to proceed. In sundry of these
storms the winds were so fierce, and the seas so high, as they could not bear
a knot of sail, but were forced to hull,” for divers days together. And in one of
them, as they thus lay at hull, in a mighty storm, a lusty young man (called
John Howland) coming upon some occasion above the gratings, was, with a
secle® of the ship thrown into [the] sea; but it pleased God that he caught
. hold of the topsail halyards, which hung overboard, and ran out at length; yet
SEOmpact he held his hold (though he was sundry fathoms under water) till he was
fich con- hauled up by the same rope to the brim of the water, and then with a boat

A hook and other means got into the ship again, and his life saved; and though
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he was something ill with it, yet he lived many years after, and became a prof-
itable member both in church and commonwealth. In all this voyage there

is called Cape Cod; the which being made and certainly known to be it, they
[ were not a little joyful. After some deliberation had amongst themselves and
with the master of the ship, they tacked about and resolved to stand for the
southward (the wind and weather being fair) to find some place about Hud-
son’s River for their habitation. But after they had sailed that course about
half the day, they fell amongst dangerous shoals and roaring breakers, and
they were so far entangled therewith as they conceived themselves in great
danger; and the wind shrinking upon them withal, they resolved to bear up
again for the Cape, and thought themselves happy to get out of those dan-

by the way of this cape; it was thus first named by Captain Gosnold and his
company, Anno' 1602, and after by Captain Smith was called Cape James,
but it retains the former name amongst seamen. Also that point which first
showed those dangerous shoals unto them, they called Point Care, and
Tucker’s Terror, but the French and Dutch to this day call it Malabarr,? by rea-
son of those perilous shoals, and the losses they have suffered there.
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f well considers the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean and a sea of trou-
i bles before in their preparation (as may be remembered by that which went
'J ! before), they had now no friends to welcome them, nor inns to entertain or
refresh their weatherbeaten bodies, no houses or much less towns to repair
to, to seek for succor. It is recorded jn scripture as a mercy to the apostle and
; his shipwrecked company, that the barbarians showed them no small kind-
j‘ ness in refreshing them,* but these savage barbarians, when they met with
', them (as after will appear) were readier to fill their sides full of arrows than
otherwise. And for the season jt was winter, and they that know the winters

9. They arrived at present-day Provincetown Har- dangerous sandbars.

bor on November i 1, 1620, after sixty-five days at 3. Bradford cites the Moral Epistles to Lucilius of
| sea. the Roman Stoic philosopher Seneca (4? B.C.E~65
1. In the year (Latin),

C.E.).
2. The prefix mal means bad, a reference to the 4. See Acts 28.1-2.
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leagues off, which the master judged to be a river. It was conceived there
might be some danger in the attempt, yet seeing them resolute, they were per-
mitted to go, being sixteen of them, well armed, under the conduct of Cap-
tain Standish,’ having such instructions given them as was thought meet.
They set forth the 15th of November, and when they had marched about the
space of a mile by the seaside, they espied five or six persons.with a dog com-
ing towards them, who were savages, but they fled from them, and ran up into
the woods, and the English followed them, partly to see if they could speak
with them, and partly to discover if there might not be more of them lying in
ambush. But the Indians seeing themselves thus followed, they again forsook
the woods, and ran away on the sands as hard! as they could, so as they could
not come near them, but followed them by. the track of their feet sundry
miles, and saw that they had come the same way. So, night coming on, they
made their rendezvous and set out their sentinels, and rested in quiet that
night, and the next morning followed their track 6]l they had headed a great
creek, and so left the sands, and turned another way into the woods. But they
still followed them by guess, hoping to find their dwellings, but they soon lost
both them and themselves, falling into such thickets as were ready to-tear
their clothes and armor in pieces, but were most distressed for want of drink.
But at length they found water and refreshed themselves, being the first New
England water they drunk of, and was now in their great thirst as pleasant
unto them as wine or beer had been in foretimes, Afterwards they directed
their course to come to the other shore, for they knew it was a neck of land
they were to cross over, and so at length got to the seaside, and marched to
this supposed river, and by the way found a pond of clear fresh water, and
shortly after a good quantity of clear ground .where the Indians had formerly
set corn, and some of their graves. And proceeding further they saw new stub-
ble where corn had been set the same year, also they found where lately a
house had been, where some planks and a great kettle was remaining, and
heaps of sand newly paddled with their hands, which they, digging up, found
in them divers fair Indian baskets filled with corn, and some in ears, fair and
good, of divers colors, which seemed to them a very goodly sight (having never
seen any such before). This was near the place of that supposed river they
came to seek, unto which they went and found it to open itself into two arms
with a high cliff of sand in the entrance, but more like to be creeks of salt
water than any fresh, for aught they saw, and that there was good harborage
for their shallop, leaving it further to be discovered by their shallop when she
was ready. So their time limited them being expired, they returned to the ship,
lest they should be in fear of their safety, and took with them part of the corn,
and buried up the rest, and so like the. men from Eshcol? carried with them
of the fruits of the land, and showed their brethren, of which, and their
return, they were marvelously glad, and their hearts encouraged.

After this, the shallop being got ready, they set out again for the better dis-
covery of this place, and the master of the ship desired to go himself, so there
went some thirty men, but found it to be no harbor for ships but only for
boats. There was also found two of their houses covered with mats, and

9. Myles Standish (1584>-1656), a professional 2. In Numbers 13.23-26, scouts sent out by
soldier who had fought in the Netherlands, was in Moses to search the wilderness return after forty
the employ of the Pilgrims. days with clusters of grapes picked near a brook

1. Fast. they called “Eschol.”
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sundry of their implements in them, but the people were run away and could
not be seen.? Also there was found more of their corn, and of their beans of
various colors. The corn and beans they brought away, purposing to give them
full satisfaction when they should meet with any of them (as about some six
months afterward they did, to their good content). And here is to be noted a
special providence of God, and a great mercy to this poor people, that here
they got seed to plant them corn the next year, or else they might have starved,
for they had none, nor any likelihood to get any till the season had been past
(as the sequel did manifest). Neither is it likely they had had this, if the first
voyage had not been made, for the ground was now all covered with snow, and
hard frozen. But the Lord is never wanting unto his in their greatest needs;
let his holy name have all the praise.

The month of November being spent in these affairs, and much foul
weather falling in, the 6th of December they sent out their shallop again with
ten of their principal men, and some seamen, upon further discovery, intend-
ing to circulate that deep bay of Cape Cod. The weather was very cold, and
it froze so hard as the spray of the sea lighting on their coats, they were as if
they had been glazed; yet that night betimes they got down into the bottom
of the bay, and as they drew near the shore they saw some ten or twelve Indi-
ans very busy about something.® They landed about a league or two from
them, and had much ado to put ashore anywhere, it lay so full of flats. Being
landed, it grew late, and they made themselves a barricade with logs and
boughs as well as they could in the time, and set out their sentinel and betook
them to rest, and saw the smoke of the fire the savages made that night.
When morning was come they divided their company, some to coast along the
shore in the boat, and the rest marched through the woods to see the land, if
any fit place might be for their dwelling. They came also to the place where
they saw the Indians the night before, and found they had been cutting up a
great fish like a grampus,® being some two inches thick of fat like a hog, some
pieces whereof they had left by the way; and the shallop found two more of
these fishes dead on the sands, a thing usual after storms in that place, by rea-
son of the great flats of sand that lie off. So they ranged up and down all that
day, but found no people, nor any place they liked. When the sun grew low,
they hasted out of the woods to meet with their shallop, to whom they made
signs to come to them into a creek hard by, the which they did at high water,
of which they were very glad, for they had not seen each other all that day,
since the morning. So they made them a barricado (as usually they did every
night) with logs, stakes, and thick pine boughs, the height of a man, leaving
it open to leeward, partly to shelter them from the cold and wind (making
their fire in the middle, and lying round about it), and partly to defend them
from any sudden assaults of the savages, if they should surround them.

So being very weary, they betook them to rest. But about midnight, they
heard a hideous and great cry, and their sentinel called, “Arm! arm,” so they
bestirred them and stood to their arms, and shot off a couple of muskets, and
then the noise ceased. They concluded it was a company of wolves, or such
like wild beasts, for one of the seamen told them he had often heard such a
noise in Newfoundland. So they rested till about five of the clock in the

3. Descendants of these Nauset Indians reside 4. Near present-day Eastham.
today at Mashpee on Cape Cod. 5. Probably a pilot whale.
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morning, for the tide, and their purpose to go from thence, made them be
stirring betimes. So after prayer they prepared for breakfast, and it being day
dawning, it was thought best to be carrying things down to the boat. But some
said it was not best to carry the arms down, others said they would be the
readier, for they had lapped them up in their coats from the dew. But some
three or four would not carry theirs till they went themselves, yet as it fell out,
the water being not high enough, they laid them down on the bankside, and
came up to breakfast. But presently, all on the sudden, they heard a great and
strange cry, which they knew to be the same voices they heard in the night,
though they varied their notes, and one of their company being abroad came
running in, and cried, “Men, Indians, Indians,” and withal, their arrows came
flying amongst them. Their men ran with all speed to recover their arms, as
by the good providence of God they did. In the meantime, of those that were
there ready, two muskets were discharged at them, and two more stood ready
in the entrance of their rendezvous, but were commanded not to shoot till
they could take full aim at them, and the other two charged again with all
speed, for there were only four had arms there, and defended the barricado,
which was first assaulted. The cry of the Indians was dreadful, especially
when they saw their men run out of the rendezvous toward the shallop, to
recover their arms, the Indians wheeling about upon them: But some running
out with coats of mail on, and cutlasses in their hands, they soon got their
arms, and let fly amongst them, and quickly stopped their violence. Yet there
was a lusty man, and no less valiant, stood behind a tree within half a mus-
ket shot, and let his arrows fly at them. He was seen [to] shoot three arrows,
which were all avoided. He stood three shots of a musket, till one taking full
aim at him, made the bark or splinters of the tree fly about his ears, after
which he gave an extraordinary shriek, and away they went all of them. They*
left some to keep the shallop, and followed them about a quarter of a mile,
and shouted once or twice, and shot off two or three pieces, and so returned.
This they did, that they might conceive that they were not afraid of them or
any way discouraged. Thus it pleased God to vanquish their enemies, and give
them deliverance; and by His special providence so to dispose that not any
one of them were either hurt, or hit, though their arrows came close by them,
and on every side them, and sundry of their coats, which hung up in the bar-
ricado, were shot through and through. Afterwards they gave God solemn
thanks and praise for their deliverance, and gathered up a bundle of their
arrows, and sent them into England afterward by the master of the ship, and
called that place the “First Encounter.” From hence they departed, and
coasted all along, but discerned no place likely for harbor, and therefore
hasted to a place that their pilot (one Mr. Coppin, who had been in the coun-
try before) did assure them was a good harbor, which he had been in, and they
might fetch it before night, of which they were glad, for it began to be foul
weather. After some hours’ sailing, it began to snow and rain, and about the
middle of the afternoon, the wind increased, and the sea became very rough,
and they broke their rudder, and it was as much as two men could do to steer
her with a couple of oars. But their pilot bade them be of good cheer, for he
saw the harbor; but the storm increasing, and night drawing on, they bore
what sail they could to get in, while they could see. But herewith they broke
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their mast in three pieces, and their sail fell overboard, in a very grown sea,
so as they had like to have been cast away; yet by God’s mercy they recovered
themselves, and having the flood’ with them, struck into the harbor. But
when it came to, the pilot was deceived in the place, and said, the Lord be
merciful unto them, for his eyes never saw that place before, and he and the
master’s mate would have run her ashore, in a cove full of breakers, before
the wind. But a lusty seaman which steered, bade those which rowed, if they
were men, about with her, or else they were all cast away, the which they did
with speed. So he bid them be of good cheer and row lustily, for there was a
fair sound before them, and he doubted not but they should find one place
or other where they might ride in safety. And though it was very dark, and
rained sore, yet in the end they got under the lee of a small island, and
remained there all that night in safety. But they knew not this to be an island
till mornirig, but were divided in their minds: some would keep the boat for
fear they might be amongst the Indians; others were so weak and cold, they
could not endure, but got ashore, and with much ado got fire (all things being
so wet) and the rest were glad to come to them, for after midnight the wind
shifted to the northwest, and it froze hard. But though this had been a day
and night of much trouble and danger unto them, yet God gave them a morn-
ing of comfort and refreshing (as usually He doth to His children), for the
next day was a fair sunshining day, and they found themselves to be on an
island secure from the Indians, where they might dry their stuff, fix their
pieces,® and rest themselves, and gave God thanks for His mercies, in their
rnanifold deliverances. And this being the last day of the week, they prepared
there to keep the Sabbath. On Monday they sounded the harbor, and found
it fit for shipping, and marched into the land, and found divers cornfields, and
little running brooks, a place (as they supposed) fit for situation.® At least it
was the best they could find, and the season, and their present necessity,
made them glad to accept of it. So they returned to their ship again with this
news to the rest of their people, which did much comfort their hearts.

On the 15th of December they weighed anchor to go to the place they had
discovered, and came within two leagues of it, but were fain to bear up again,
but the 16th day the wind came fair, and they arrived safe in this harbor, and
afterwards took better view of the place, and resolved where to pitch their
dwelling, and the 25th day began to erect the first house for common use to

receive them and their goods.

From Book 11

* * *

FROM CHAPTER XI.! THE REMAINDER OF ANNO 1620

I shall a little return back and begin with a combination? made by them
before they came ashore, being the first foundation of their government in

this place, occasioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches that

7. Flood tide. depth of.
8. Weapons. 1. Bradford did not number the chapters in Book
9. The landing (at modern Plymouth) occurred on II.

December 21, 1620. “Sounded”: measured the 2. A form of union.
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some of the strangers® amongst them had let fall from them in the ship (that
when they came ashore they would use their own liberty; for none had power
to command them, the patent* they had being for Virginia, and not for New
England, which belonged to another Government, with which the Virginia
Company had nothing to do), and partly that such an-act by them-done (this
their condition considered) might be as firm as any patent, and in some
respects more sure. :
‘The form was as followeth.
In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal

subjects of our dread sovereign Lord, King James, by the grace of God, of
Great Britain, France, and Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc., having
undertaken, for the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and
honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the north-
ern parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the pres-

ence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together
into a civil body politic, for our better ordering and preservation and further-

ance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and

frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices,

from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the gen-

eral good of the Colony, unto which we promise all due submission and obe-

dience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape

Cod the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign lord, King
James, of England, France, and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the
fifty-fourth. Anno Domini® 1620. - c : :

After this they chose, or rather confirmed,; Mr. John Carvers (a man godly
and well approved amongst them) their governor for that year. And after they
had provided a place for their goods, or common store, (which were long in
unlading” for want of boats, foulness of the winter weather, and sickness of
divers) and begun some small cottages for their habitation, as time would
admit, they met and consulted of laws and orders, both for their civil and mil-
itary government, as the necessity of their condition did require, still adding
thereunto as urgent occasion in several times, and as cases did require.

[DIFFICULT BEGINNINGS]

In these hard and difficult beginnings they found some discontents and
murmurings arise amongst some, and mutinous speeches and carriages in
other; but they were soon quelled and overcome by the wisdom, patience, and
just and equal carriage of things by the governor and better part, which clave?
faithfully together in the main. But that which was most sad and lamentable
was, that in two or three months’ time half of their company died, especially
in January and February, being the depth of winter, and wanting houses and
other comforts; being infected with the scurvy and other diseases, which this
long voyage and their inaccommodate condition had brought upon them; so
as there died sometimes two or three of a day, in the foresaid time; that of one

3. Notall the voyagers were “saints” (that is, mem- 6. Carver, like Bradford, was a tradesman and an
bers of Bradford’s church); those who came along original member of the group that went to Holland;
for economic gain he generally called “strangers.” after his death, Bradford was elected governor.

4. Adocument sigried by a sovereign granting priv- 7. Unloading.

ileges to those named in it.

8. Past tense of cleave. “Carriages”: attitudes.
5. “In the year of the Lord” (Latin).
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hundred and odd persons, scarce fifty remained. And of these in the time of
most distress, there was but six or seven sound persons, who, to their great
commendations be it spoken, spared no pains, night nor day, but with abun-
dance of toil and hazard of their own health, fetched them wood, made them
fires, dressed them meat, made their beds, washed their loathsome clothes,
clothed and unclothed them; in a word, did all the homely® and necessary
offices for them which dainty and queasy stomachs cannot endure to hear
named; and all this willingly and cheerfully, without any grudging in the least,
showing herein their true love unto their friends and brethren, a rare exam-
ple and worthy to be remembered: Two of these seven were Mr. William
Brewster, their reverend elder, and Myles Standish, their captain and military
commander, unto whom myself and many others were much beholden in our
low and sick condition. And yet the Lord so upheld these persons, as in this
general calamity they were not at all infected cither with sickness or lame-
ness. And what 1 have said of these, I may say of many others who died in this
general visitation, and others yet living, that whilst they had health, yea, or
any strength continuing, they were not wanting! to any that had need of
them. And 1 doubt not but their recompense is with the Lord. '

But I may not here pass by another remarkable passage not to be forgot-
ten. As this calamity fell among the passengers that were to be left here to
plant, and were hasted ashore and made to drink water, that the seamen
might have the more beer, and one? in his sickness, desiring but a small can
of beer, it was answered, that if he were their own father he should have none.
The disease began to fall amongst them also, so as almost half of their com-
pany died before they went away, and many of their officers and lustiest men,
as the boatswain, gunner, three quartermasters, the cook, and others. At
which the master was something stricken and sent to the sick ashore and told
the governor he should send for beer for them that had need of it, though he
drunk water homeward bound. But now amongst his company there was far
another kind of carriage in this misery than amongst the passengers: for they
that before had been boon companions in drinking and jollity in the time of
their health and welfare, began now to desert one another in this calamity,
saying they would not hazard their lives for them, they should be infected by
coming to help them in their cabins, and so, after they came to die by it,
would do little or nothing for them, but if they died let them die. But such of
the passengers as were yet aboard showed them what mercy they ‘could,
which made some of their hearts relent, as the boatswain (and some others),
who was a proud young man, and would often curse and scoff at the passen-
gers. But when he grew weak, they had compassion on him and helped him;
then he confessed he did not deserve it at their hands, he had abused them
in word and deed. “O!” saith he, “you, I now see, show your love like Chris-
tians indeed one to another, but we let one another lie and die like dogs.”
Another lay cursing his wife, saying if it had not been for her he had never
come this unlucky voyage, and anon cursing his fellows, saying he had done
this and that, for some of them, he had spent so much, and so much, amongst
them, and they were now weary of him, and did not help him, having need.
Another gave his companion all he had, if he died, to help him in his weak-

9. Iatimate, domestic. 2. Which was this author himself [Bradford’s
1. Lacking in attention. note].
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ness; he went and got a little spice and made him a mess of meat once or
twice, and because he died not so soon as he expected, he went amongst his
fellows, and swore the rogue would cozen?® him, he would see him choked
before he made him any more meat; and yet the poor fellow died before morn-
ing.

[DEALINGS WITH THE NATIVES)]

All this while the Indians came skulking about them, and would sometimes
show themselves aloof off, but when any approached near them, they would
run away. And once they stole away their tools where they had been at work,
and were gone to dinner. But about the 16th of March a certain Indian came
boldly amongst them, and spoke to them in broken English, which they could
well understand, but marveled at it.* At length they understood by discourse
with him, that he was not of these parts, but belonged to the eastern parts,
where some English ships came to fish, with whom he was acquainted, and
could name sundry of them by their names, amongst whom he had got his
language. He became profitable to them in acquainting them with many
things concerning the state of the country in the east parts where he lived,
which was afterwards profitable unto them; as also of the people here, of their
names, number, and strength; of their situation and distance from this place,
and who was chief amongst them. His name was Samoset; he told them also
of another Indian whose name was Squanto, a native of this place, who had
been in England and could speak better English than himself. Being, after
some time of entertainment and gifts, dismissed, a while after he came again,
and five more with him, and they brought again all the tools that were stolen
away before, and made way for the coming of their great Sachem, called Mas-
sasoit, who, about four or five days after, came with the chief of his friends
and other attendance, with the aforesaid Squanto. With whom, after friendly
entertainment, and some gifts given him, they made a peace with him (which
hath now continued this twenty-four years)® in these terms:

1. That neither he nor any of his, should injure or do hurt to any of their
people.

2. That if any of his did any hurt to any of theirs, he should send the
offender, that they might punish him.

3. That if anything were taken away from any of theirs, he should cause it
to be restored, and they should do the like to his.

4. If any did unjustly war against him, they would aid him; if any did war
against them, he should aid them.

5. He should send to his neighbors confederates, to certify them of this,
that they might not wrong them, but might be likewise comprised in the
conditions of peace.

6. That when their men came to them, they should leave their bows and
arrows behind them.

After these things he returned to his place called Sowams, some forty mile
from this place, but Squanio continued with them, and was their interpreter,

3. Cheat. “Mess”: meal. south with Captain Thomas Dermer.

4. The Abnaki chief Samoset had encountered S. Bradford’s aside indicates that, having begun
English fishing vessels in southern Maine; he his history in 1630, he was writing this part in
picked up his English there and may have come 1644.
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his doors, armed his consorts, set divers dishes of powder and bullets ready on
the table; and if they had not been over-armed with drink, more hurt might have
been done. They summoned him to yield, but he kept his house, and they could
get nothing but scoffs and scorns from him; but at length, fearing they would do
some violence to the house, he and some of his crew came out, but not to yield,
but to shoot; but they were so steeled? with drink as their pieces were too heavy
for them; himself with a carbine (over-charged and almost half filled with pow-
der and shot, as was after found) had thought to have shot Captain Standish,
but he stepped to him, and put by his piece, and took him. Neither was there
any hurt done to any of either side, save that one was so drunk that he ran his
own nose upon the point of a sword that one held before him as he entered the
house, but he lost but a little of his hot blood.> Morton they brought away to Ply-
mouth, where he was kept, till a ship went from the Isle of Shoals for England,
with which he was sent to the Council of New England; and letters written to
give them information of his course and carriage; and also ene was sent at their
common charge to inform their Honors more particularly, and to prosecute
against him. But he fooled of the messenger, after he was gone from hence, and
though he went for England, yet nothing was done to him, not so much as
rebuked, for aught was heard; but returned the next year. Some of the worst of
the company were dispersed, and some of the more modest kept the house till
he should be heard from. But I have been too long about so unworthy a person,
and bad a cause.

k] * %

FROM CHAPTER XXIII. ANNO 1632
%* *x %

[PROSPERITY WEAKENS COMMUNITY]

Also the people of the plantation began to grow in their outward estates,
by reason of the flowing of many people into the country, especially into the
Bay of the Massachusetts, by which means corn and cattle rose to a great
price, by which many were much enriched, and commodities grew plentiful;
and yet in other regards this benefit turned to their hurt, and this accession
of strength to their weakness. For now as their stocks increased, and the
increase vendible,* there was no longer any holding them together, but now
they must of necessity go to their great lots; they could not otherwise keep
their cattle; and having oxen grown, they must have land for plowing and
tillage. And no man now thought he could live, except he had cattle and a
great deal of ground to keep them, all striving to increase their stocks. By
which means they were scattered all over the bay, quickly, and the town, in
which they lived compactly till now, was left very thin, and in a short time
almost desolate. And if this had been all, it had been less, though too much;
but the church must also be divided, and those that had lived so long
together in Christian and comfortable fellowsh_lp must now part and suffer
many divisions. First, those that lived on their lots on the other side of the

2. Insensible. and asked for his fréedom to leave. He suggests
3. In his own book, Morton refers to Standish as that he was treated brutally because the Pilgrims
“Captain Shrimp” and tells that it would have been wished to shame him before the Indian revelers.
easy for him to destroy these “nine worthies” like “a 4. Saleable.

flock of wild geese,” but that he loathed violence
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bay (called Duxbury) they could not long bring their wives and children to the
public worship and church meetings here, but with such burthen, as, grow-
ing to some competent number, they sued to be dismissed and become a body
of themselves; and so they were dismissed (about this time), though very
unwillingly. But to touch this sad matter, and handle things together that fell
out afterward: to prevent any further scattering from this place, and weak-
ening of the same, it was thought best to give out some good farms to special
persons, that would promise to live at Plymouth, and likely to be helpful to
the church or commonwealth, and so tie the lands to Plymouth as farms for
the same; and there they might keep their cattle and tillage by some servants,
and retain their dwellings here. And so some special lands were granted at a
place general, called Green’s Harbor, where no allotments had been in the
former division, a place very well meadowed, and fit to keep and rear cattle,
good store. But alas! this remedy proved worse than the disease; for within a
few years those that had thus got footing there rent themselves away, partly
by force, and partly wearing the rest with importunity and pleas of necessity,
so as they must either suffer them to go, or live in continual opposition and
contention. And others still, as they conceived themselves straitened,’ or to
want accommodation, break away under one pretense or other, thinking their
own conceived necessity, and the example of others, a warrant sufficient for
them. And this, I fear, will be the ruin of New England, at least of the
churches of God there, and will provoke the Lord’s displeasure against them.

*o® %

ca. 1635 1637

5. Financially hampered.

JOHN WINTHROP
1588-1649

John Winthrop, the son of Adam Winthrop, a lawyer, and Anne Browne, the daughter
of a tradesman, was born in Groton, England, on an estaté that his father had pur-
chased from Henry VIIL. It was a prosperous farm, and Winthrop had all the advan-
tages that his father’s social and economic position would allow. He went to
Cambridge University for two years and married at the age of seventeen. It was prob-
ably at Cambridge that Winthrop was exposed to Puritan ideas. Unlike Bradford and
the Pilgrims, however, Winthrop was not a Separatist; that is, he wished to reform the
national church from within, purging it of everything that harked back to Rome, espe-
cially the hierarchy of the clergy and all the traditional Catholic rituals. For a time
Winthrop thought of becoming a clergyman himself, but instead he turned to the prac-
tice of law. :

In the 1620s severe economic depression in England made Winthrop realize that
he could not depend on the support of his father’s estate. The ascension to the throne
of Charles I—who was known to be sympathetic to Roman Catholicism and impatient
with Puritan reformers—was also taken as an ominous sign for Puritans, and
Winthrop was not alone in predicting that “God will bring some heavy affliction upon
the land, and that speedily.” Winthrop came to realize that he could not antagonize
the king by expressing openly the Puritan cause without losing all that he possessed.




