INDIVIDUALIZED LIT ESSAY 1
Somebody-Wanted-But-So Paper

Every fictional story basically follows the same pattern: Somebody-Wanted-But-So. 
Somebody (the main character) wants something (to survive, to save the world, a pony); but some obstacle/s (disease, a lunatic, a storm, fear) are in the way, so the main character takes action (goes to court, gets a job, kills the enemy) to overcome those obstacles. 
Your job for your first written project in this class is to describe each of these four stages in the fiction book you’ve chosen to read. Each of the four stages in the pattern should be described in a good paragraph with specific details.

Somebody paragraph: Describe the main character, both his/her physical traits and personality. Describe their surroundings, their family, their economic class, or anything else that makes them who they are. If they are not human, describe who/what they are and how they live. You need several specific details.

Wanted paragraph: What is it your main character wants or is working towards in this book? What are they fighting for? Why is this important to them? Why is it worthwhile? How did they get into a situation where they wanted this? If you have a complex plot in which the main character wants multiple things, describe the most important one or two. 

But paragraph: Who/what gets in their way? What makes this so difficult to get? For this, you’re basically looking at conflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature, person vs. self, person vs. society, etc. In a novel there will likely be more than one thing getting in the way. Describe all major obstacles for your main character.

So paragraph: What does the main character do to overcome these obstacles? How do they obtain what they want? How does everything work out? If the main character doesn’t get what they want (which is rare – few novels end this way), why don’t they? What happens instead? 

This paper should follow all formatting guidelines from your syllabus and be approximately 1 ½ - 2 pages in length. Be descriptive and be specific. 

