SUGGESTED REVISION WORK FOR 5 PARAGRAPH ESSAYS

1. Read your essay out loud

2. Word Choice: Circle the following words/phrases in your paper:
1. Linking verbs: is, are, was, were

2. vague words: stuff, things, fun, cool
3. you, your (any form of that word)

4. I believe, I feel, in my opinion, I think

5. would have to be

6. very, really, sort of, kind of, fairly, seems to be, extremely, pretty
*Everything you circle should be looked at to see if it can be improved.

Grammar and Mechanics:
· Make sure no sentences begin with one of the FANBOYS

· Have two other people read your paper looking for these errors   

Body:

1. Underline your thesis statement (in intro) and your topic sentences from each body paragraph.

2. Check: do each of your topic sentences support your thesis statement?

3. In each body paragraph, number each supporting detail.
4. Check: do you have 3-4 supporting details for each body paragraph that deal directly with your topic statement?

Sentences:

· Check to see how many of your sentences are “simple” sentences 

· Check to see how often you’ve started a sentence with a subject

Intro: does it have?

· Strong lead

· Clear, concise thesis statement

· Clear, concise preview with 3 clear main points introduced?

Conclusion:

Summarize your thesis statement main ideas

Have final, concluding thought about your topic (not about your reader)

Don’t introduce new arguments or information

